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February 22, 2017, was “Bus Driver Appreciation DAY” 
in the state of Minnesota.   On this day we honored all of 
our school bus drivers for their hard work, dedication and 
care in keeping over 760,000 students daily, safe on our 
roadways.  Being a school bus driver is often a thankless 
job with early mornings, cold and extreme weather driving 
and the continual distractions of kids on the bus who take 
their ride for granted every day.

Studies 
have shown 
that stu-
dents who 
ride the 
school bus 
are eight 
times safer 
than riding 
in a car 
to school.  
Besides 
the fact 
that buses 
are well 
designed 
for student 

safety, this is a testament to the training and the quality of 
people who have chosen to become an important part of 
our children’s lives as their school bus driver.

Here in Sauk Centre Minnesota, I believe we have an 
exceptional group of school bus drivers.  I have been 
fortunate in getting to know each one of them personally 
and I can tell you that this group of drivers does their best 
everyday in not only keeping our students safe, but also 
in becoming a friend and a positive part of their lives that 
they can count on at least twice a day.  It is not an easy 
job.  School bus drivers are often under continual scrutiny 
from students, staff, parents and peers.  Unfortunately the 
incidents of criticism often outnumber the incidents of 
appreciation.  However in spite of this, I believe you could 
ask any one of our Sauk Centre Public Schools bus drivers 
and they would tell you that it is worth it and they very 
much enjoy “their kids”  and watching them grow up from 
one year to the next. 

 
So, it is on this day or any day that we take a moment to 
appreciate our school bus drivers and thank them for a job 
well done.  Gratitude and appreciation goes a long way 
in the minds and hearts of these drivers. So when you see 
one of them please thank them and tell them how much 
you appreciate the job they do.  Below is a quote I saw in 
a transportation publication that sums this up very well:

“SCHOOL BUS DRIVER`S are special people. Every day 
they bring caring and compassion to the lives of millions 
of children in and around the country.  Their names are 
never featured in the headlines, nor do they want that, but 
our world would be a much darker place without them.  I 
work in a small district in  New Brunswick , Canada, as 
an assistant transportation manager and I am so proud of 
each and every driver, who hauls our future generation to 
their places of learning.  They truly are the spokes of the 
educational wheel.”    Ed Hogan / Nov 05, 2015
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